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union of the two Empires to fulfil this duty more easily and more efficaciously;
inasmuch as, finally, an intimate cooperation of Germany and Austria-Hungary can menace no one, but is rather calculated to consolidate the peace of Europe as established by the stipulations of Berlin;
Their Majesties the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, and. the Emperor of Germany, while solemnly promising each other never to allow Their purely defensive Agreement to develop an aggressive tendency in any direction, have determined to conclude an Alliance of peace and mutual defence.
For this purpose Their Most Exalted Majesties have designated as Their Plenipotentiaries:
His Most Exalted Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, His Actual Privy Councillor, Minister of the Imperial Household and of Foreign Affairs, Lieutenant-Fieldmarshal Count Julius Andrassy of Csik-Szent-Kiraly and Kraszna-Horka, etc., etc.,
His Most Exalted Majesty the German Emperor, His Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Lieutenant-General Prince Henry VII of Reuss, etc., etc.,
who have met this day at Vienna, and, after the exchange of their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles:
ARTICLE I.
Should, contrary to their hope, and against the loyal desire of the two High Contracting Parties, one of the two Empires be attacked by Russia, the High Contracting Parties are bound to come to the assistance one of the other with the whole war strength of their Empires, and accordingly only to conclude peac^ together and upon mutual agreement.
ARTICLE II.
Should one of the High Contracting Parties be attacked by another Power, the other High Contracting Party binds itself